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STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
September 5, 2019 

 
The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, September 5, 2019, was called to 
order at 3:05 P.M. by Jane Conner in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., Government 
Center. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Sue Henderson, Anita Dodd, David Rodriguez, James Tully, Ryan Lovell, and 

Jane Conner 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Richard Chichester 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Lindsey Marr, Eva Campbell 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Ms. Conner called the meeting to order and asked Mr. Rodriguez to call roll. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
 
Mr. Rodriguez called roll. Ms. Conner stated there was a quorum present. 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Secondary Dwelling Fifty (50) or More Years in Age 
 
Ms. Dodd stated that she had been contacted by Deborah Rae about 1212 Garrisonville Road. The property 
has an existing residential structure that is fifty years or older on it, and the property owners were inquiring 
as to whether they could use that building as an office in addition to building a warehouse on the property. 
She stated the owner had been told they had to demolish the existing structure in order to build a new 
structure on that property. She stated she had gone to the property and taken pictures of the existing structure 
and that there was Aquia sandstone used in its construction which gave it a historical connection to Stafford. 
She stated Deborah Rae wanted to know if the “Secondary Structure 50 Years or Older” clause could apply 
in this situation. 
 
Ms. Campbell stated they would need to find out what the property was zoned in order to determine whether 
that clause could apply to this situation. She stated she believed the property needed to be zoned A-1 
(Agricultural) in order for the “Secondary Structure 50 Years or Older” clause to apply. 
 
Ms. Henderson stated she thought that all buildings 50 years or older that were going to be demolished had 
to be reviewed by the Historical Commission and asked if this was correct.  
 
Ms. Dodd stated that nothing had to come before the Commission and that it was under the purview of the 
property owner. She stated she has requested that she be alerted when anyone applies for a demolition permit 
for a building 50 years or older so she can record it, but that it is not required to do so.  
 
The Commission moved on to the next topic while they waited for Ms. Campbell to return with more 
information on the property.  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
2. Signage at Government Island 
 
Ms. Conner stated she had combined all the suggestions sent to her by the other Commission members into 
one list for them to review. She stated she had given a tour of Government Island to about 40 people and 
read the list of signage ideas to them to get their opinions. She stated the group liked the more direct phrasing 
the best such as, “Stay on the path” and “No climbing on rocks/cliffs”.  
 
The commission agreed that the shorter and more direct messages would be best. 
 
1. 
 
Ms. Baker arrived at the meeting to add her input to Item 1 on the agenda. 
 
Ms. Dodd explained the situation to Ms. Baker. 
 
Ms. Baker explained to the Commission that you can only build a second dwelling structure without having 
to demolish the first structure if the property is zoned A-1 (Agricultural). She stated that this property was 
zoned A-1 but if the owners were planning to build a warehouse for business purposes they would first need 
to rezone the property for that use. She stated if they were to rezone the property then the secondary 
structures rule would no longer be able to be applied. She stated the Planning Department would call 
Deborah Rae to get a more detailed picture of what the property owners want to do.  
 
Ms. Dodd made a motion to recommend that the dwelling structure on 1212 Garrisonville Road is at least 50 
years old and has historical significance to Stafford County.  
 
Mr. Rodriguez seconded the motion.  
 
The motion passed 6-0. 
 
3.         Annual Historic Preservation Awards 
 
The Commission members did not receive the draft of the letter that was amended at the last meeting to 
review, so they decided to keep it on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
Ms. Campbell stated she would e-mail the draft letter to all the Commission members.  
 
4. County-owned Cultural Resource Properties 
 
Ms. Conner stated she had gotten the detailed flood plan for Shelton’s Cottage from the Parks and Recreation 
staff and that this is what it dictated: items from the cottage would be removed, those items would then be 
stored in a warehouse, sand bags would not be used because of the cottage’s higher elevation, and the 
electrical service would be disconnected. She stated this plan would go into effect if the water level of the 
Rapphannock was predicted to reach 17 feet. She asked the Commission members if they had any thoughts 
or concerns regarding this plan. 
 
Ms. Henderson requested that Parks and Recreation staff have hard copies of the flood plan. She asked if 
anyone knew whether the items that had been removed from the cottage in last year’s flooding and given to 
Irma Clifton had been returned.  
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Ms. Conner stated she did not know.  
 
Ms. Dodd stated there should have been a deed of gift drawn up between Ms. Clifton and the Parks and 
Recreation department when the items were transferred to her after last year’s flooding. 
 
Mr. Lovell asked if the Commission could be informed as to which warehouse the items would be 
transferred to in case of flooding.  
 
Ms. Conner stated she would pass these comments and suggestions along to the Parks and Recreation 
department.  
 
ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
August 1, 2019 
 
Ms. Henderson made a motion to approve the minutes.  
 
Ms. Dodd seconded the motion.  
 
The motion passed 6-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss Ms. Conner adjourned the meeting at 3:39 P.M. 
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